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AGN	Auger	UHECR	Data	

[PAO	Coll.	Ap.	J.	853	2018]	

Particle Acceleration in the 
Jets of Cen A 

[HESS-	F.	Rieger,	A.	Taylor, et	al., Nature 2020]  



The Challenge: The Existence of Ultra 
High Energy Cosmic Rays	
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[A.	Taylor, Nature 2016]  

Note- 
spectrum 
composed of 
protons and 
nuclei 
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•  Shi3ing	of	μ1‘	to	μ2‘	is	caused	by	
magne>c	turbulence,	rate	described	
by	sca@ering	>me,	which	in	Larmor	
>me	units	is	described	by	η	

•  Sca@ering	agent	velocity	β	dictates	
energy	gain	each	crossing	cycle	
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ParGcle	AcceleraGon	and	MagneGc	Turbulence	
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Note-	shock	accelera>on	isn’t	the	only	
accelera>on	mechanism	on	the	block!	
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Cosmic Ray Source Requirements	
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[AM Hillas (1984)] 
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LB = UB4⇡R
2c

[Norman et al. (1995)] 
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Under the assumption of 
equipartition of energy between 
kinetic energy and magnetic field: 
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Local Scales Effect Highest Energies 
(logarithmic scale) 
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dGZK ⇠ 100 Mpc

[A. Taylor et al., PRD (2011)] 

L0 ⇡ 4⇥ 1044 erg Mpc�3 yr�1

[E. Waxman, Ap. J. 452 (1995)] 

L0 ⇡ L0n0 n0 ⇠ 10�5 Mpc�3

Only AGN and GRB appears to satisfy these requirements as the 
sources of extragalactic cosmic rays	

⇡ E0ṅ0 ṅ0 ⇠ 10�6 Mpc�3 yr�1

[R. Lang and A. Taylor PRD (2020)] 



Electron Acceleration with Cooling	
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Maximum synchrotron energy tells us how efficient accelerator is! 
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Bcrit = 4⇥ 1013G

Where do synchrotron 
cutoffs for AGN sit in energy?	
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The	Cutoff	Region-	
Synchrotron	Emission	Example	
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Most Promising AGN (Blazars) 
Extragalactic Cosmic Ray Source Candidates	

30 keV

[J.	Biteau,	E.	Pueschel,	A.	Taylor,	et al., Nature Astronomy 2020]  
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Centaurus	A	-	VHE	Extension	

HESS	Detected	Extension	on	~2kpc	scale	
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HESS	Preliminary	
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Centaurus	A’s	Inner	Jet-		
A	Cosmic	Lab	

Beq = 60 µG
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UIR ⇡ 10 eV cm�3
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[A. Weiss et al., A&A (2008)] [J. Burns et al., ApJ (1983)] 



Transport	&	Cooling	Times	of	Electrons	
in	Cen	A’s	Jets	

Synchrotron	cooling	
dominates	

Cooling	>me	
becomes	shorter	
than	advec>on	>me	

Electrons	accelerated	
to	0.1	PeV	energies	

11	Andrew	Taylor	
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DisGnguishing	Cen	A’s	Nucleus	and		
Inner	Jet	SED	
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Important	Pending	QuesGons	to	be	
Answered	

Where	does	energy	of	
synchrotron	&	IC	spectra	
occur?	
	
How	does	B-field	strength	
vary	along	the	jet	on	larger	
scales?	
	
Varia>on	of	target	photons	
on	larger	scales?	
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Keep	It	Simple-	Shear	Flow	with	
Random	Isotropic	Sca_ering	
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Keep	It	Simple-	Shear	Flow	with	
Random	Isotropic	Sca_ering	
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ConsideraGon	of	a	Scenario	with	an	
Actual	B-Field	RealisaGon	
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tacc ⇡ 0.1 Myr

Dissecting Cen A’s Acceleration Sites 

E
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Acceleration on kpc scales: 
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�scat. ⇡ 0.5, ⌘ ⇡ 104

<latexit sha1_base64="HC8NWcbGBXolvfFxrVbNtTx6wl0=">AAACIHicbZDLSsNAFIYn9VbjLerSzWARXEhIJFKXRTcuK9gLNDFMppN26OTCzEQsIY/ixldx40IR3enTOG0jaOuBgZ/vP4cz5w9SRoW0rE+tsrS8srpWXdc3Nre2d4zdvbZIMo5JCycs4d0ACcJoTFqSSka6KScoChjpBKPLid+5I1zQJL6R45R4ERrENKQYSYV8o+4GYa67AZHIz4WiZuGiNOXJPbTMsxMXuhC6yvyBtnWbO4Ve+EbNMq1pwUVhl6IGymr6xofbT3AWkVhihoTo2VYqvRxxSTEjhe5mgqQIj9CA9JSMUUSEl08PLOCRIn0YJly9WMIp/T2Ro0iIcRSozgjJoZj3JvA/r5fJ8NzLaZxmksR4tijMGJQJnKQF+5QTLNlYCYQ5VX+FeIg4wlJlqqsQ7PmTF0X71LQd07l2ao2LMo4qOACH4BjYoA4a4Ao0QQtg8ACewAt41R61Z+1Ne5+1VrRyZh/8Ke3rGye6obQ=</latexit>

Acceleration on larger scales: 

Energy dependence of acceleration time 
may only approach the Bohm level (η~1) 
at the highest energies	

[S. O’Sullivan, A. Taylor, B. Reville in prep.] 
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Looking	to	the	Future	
Next 10 years 
 
General VHE efforts to probe UHECR source- determine the cutoff 
position of electrons accelerated by candidate UHECR sources. 
Additionally, probing the growth in small scale anisotropy at >60 EeV 
energies. 
 
Tools needed to accomplish this 
 
For local AGN, this amounts to filling in the observational MeV gap 
(new instrument needed), and pushing to higher energies in the 
VHE bands (CTA) where the synchrotron and IC cutoff in the 
spectrum sit 
 
More broadly still  
 
Determining the synchrotron cutoff of other UHECR candidates (eg. 
GRB) should be a major observational focus	
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Conclusion	

u  UHECR acceleration candidates force a consideration of local (mildly) 
relativistic accelerators 

u  Synchrotron emission from local AGN and GRB can tell us directly how 
efficient these sources operate as cosmic ray accelerators 

u  The nearest AGN candidate (Cen A) serves as a cosmic laboratory. We have 
now moved beyond hand picking magnetic field stregnths/radiation fields. This 
allows an indirect probe of the efficiency 
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UHE Cosmic Ray Dipole 
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UHE Cosmic Ray Dipole 
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UHE Cosmic Ray Dipole 
Dipole driven by nearest by source, and diluted by more distance sources	
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UHECR Dipole- Energy Dependence 

•  Dipole	from	nearest	sources	grows	
linearly	with	λsca@	(for	nearby	
sources	steady-state	approxima>on	
holds)	

•  Contribu>on	of	nearest	source	to	
total	flux	decays	as	1/λsca@	

•  At	highest	energies,	harmonic	
power	migrates	to	mul>-pole	
terms….have	the	Auger	
collabora>on	seen	this	already?	

	



Particle Acceleration in AGN	

tacc = ⌘
Rlar
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Particle Acceleration with Cooling	

tacc = ⌘
Rlar
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Maximum	synchrotron	energy	tells	us	how	efficient	accelerator	is!	

⌘ < 103
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PAO	Coll.	2018	(1801.06160)	

Can We See UHECR Sources Directly? 



Hardcastle	et	al.	2011	(1103.1744)		

For 

O’Sullivan	et	al.	2009	(0903.1259)			

E
max

⇡ 1018eV

tacc ⇡ 0.1 Myr

Example Candidate Local Source 

Bsc ⇡ 30 µG

RLar(10
18eV p) ⇡ 30 pc

~2	kpc	

E
max

⇡ 1015eV

Ma_hews	et	al.	2019	(1902.10382)			

Maximum	energy	
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�scat

⌘
R
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�scat. ⇡ 10�1, ⌘ ⇡ 103


