A High Incidence of Mid-infrared
Variability in Local Ultraluminous
Infrared Galaxies

BEZBREEEMARERKT), SHER (ELLXXR), HRFEE (ILRIEKXF), WL
A=, MFE (ZHONG Yuxing; BEfgaHXE), fifgiE (ZHU Chenghao; R RXE)

August 8th, 2025; EET2025 @ Kyoto



EECERN R (ULIRGS)

(c) Interaction/“Merger”

g

ULIRGs

. TRIMETHZ W (L > 102 L)

- B EICY ANTEENEHIRNZ (AGN)HDER (Nardini+10)

(i3

- BREE7 vV R—ILOBRES (Hopkins+08)

LD L. narrow line regionh\fE X 11, IBIREZEIHME X 781
BE DI & ZERE

- BB D B B ER: EXEREDR, IRDYE, ALMAD FIERREZH
(e.g., Oda+17; Nardini+10; Imanishi+23)

- FRRE
(FFICXIRLUAN) M FEIC K BRIENE &
£ Delusive’AGNMIEFET B AT EENE

- now within one halo, galaxies interact &

NGC 4676

lose angular momentum

- SFR starts to increase
- stellar winds dominate feedback
- rarely excite QSOs (only special orbits)
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- halo & disk grow, most stars formed

- secular growth builds bars & pseudobulges
- “Seyfert” fueling (AGN with Mg>-23)

- cannot redden to the red sequence

Hopkins+08

- galaxies coalesce: violent relaxation in core
- gas inflows to center:

- starburst dominates luminosity/feedback,

(d) Coalescence/(U)LIRG (e) “Blowout”

- BH grows rapidly: briefly
dominates luminosity/feedback

- remaining dust/gas expelled

- get reddened (but not Type Il) QSO:
recent/ongoing SF in host
high Eddington ratios
merger signatures still visible

starburst & buried (X-ray) AGN

but, total stellar mass formed is small

T

al @ vyl 3 o 1 id s

T

-2 -1 0 1
Time (Relative to Merger) [Gyr]

(f) Quasar

PG Quasar Hosts

- dust removed: now a “traditional” QSO
- host morphology difficult to observe:

tidal features fade rapidly

- characteristically blue/young spheroid

(g) Decay/K+A

NGC 7252

- QSO luminosity fades rapidly
- tidal features visible only with
very deep observations

- remnant reddens rapidly (E+A/K+A)

=] _ - “hot halo” from feedback
= h, == C g - sets up quasi-static cooling

(h) “Dead” Elliptical

M59

- star formation terminated

- large BH/spheroid - efficient feedback

- halo grows to “large group” scales:
mergers become inefficient

- growth by “dry” mergers
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Table 1. Variable Sources.*

IRAS z Type T Sa Sy Abol (%) WI1-W2 log;qALws (ergs—!)  AGN sign? (ref.) Note
00275-0044  0.242 nan 0.763 0.039 0.079 32 1.046 43515 Y(1)

00275-2859  0.278 Syl 0911 0.037 0.031 78. 1.153 44.534 Y(1)

01003-2238  0.118 HII 0952 0207 0.140 50. 1.631 44.083 Y(1) TDEs
01388-4618  0.090 HII 0.954 0.028 0.067 1.6 0.609 43.117 Y(1)

01572+0009  0.163 Syl 0974 0.143  0.108 27. 0.998 44.453 Y(1) Mrk 1014
04103-2838  0.117 LINER 0.950 0.037 0.034 54 1.286 43.216 Y(1)

04394-3740  0.237 Sy2 0.900 0.029 0.033 21. 1.298 43.316 Y(1)

05189-2524  0.043 Sy2 0.979 0.055 0.036 30. 1.125 43.777 Y(1) TDE
06361-6217  0.160 nan 0986 0.071 0.042 18. 1.748 43.701 Y(1)

07246+6125  0.137 Sy2 0932 0.064 0.050 19. 1.150 43212 Y(1)

07572+0533  0.190 LINER 0.784 0.099 0.100 25. 1.112 43.627 Y(1)

08559+1053  0.148 Sy2 0.873  0.048 0.038 7.6 1.061 43.853 Y(1)

09320+6134  0.039 LINER 0.979 0.042 0.049 14. 1.697 43419 Y(1) UGC 05101
11223-1244  0.199 Sy2 0.884 0.044 0.038 5.6 1.085 43.362 Y(1)

12071-0444  0.128 Sy2 0.988  0.100 0.085 41. 1.335 43.844 Y(1)

1251441027  0.300 nan 0975 0.034 0.035 96. 1.297 44.630 Y(1)

1254045708  0.042 Syl 0.908 0.117 0.075 34. 1.097 44.598 Y(1) Mrk 231
15130-1958  0.109 Sy2 0.992 0.109 0.088 30. 1.231 43.842 Y(1)

1517645216  0.139 Sy2 0.960 0.071 0.041 37. 1.194 43.926 Y(1)

15462-0450  0.100 Syl 0.957 0.091 0.061 26. 1.170 43.870 Y(1)

1615540146  0.132 Sy2 0988 0.062 0.070 40. 2.390 43.632 Y(1)

16334+4630 0.191 LINER 0932 0.041 0.043 1.0 1.112 43.349 Y(1)

16541+5301  0.194 Sy2 0.938 0.064 0.065 6.0 0.839 43.399 Y(1)

17044+6720 0.135 LINER 0983 0.043 0.044 27. 1.533 43.638 Y(1)

19254-7245  0.062 Sy2 0954 0.044 0.049 24. 1.696 43.649 Y(1) Superantenna
20037-1547  0.192 Syl 0977 0.035 0.032 26. 1.002 44.216 Y(1)

20087-0308 0.106 LINER 0942 0.031 0.057 3.1 1.233 43.400 Y(1)

20551-4250  0.043 LINER 0952 0.033 0.109 26. 1.441 43.247 Y(1)

23060+0505 0.173 Sy2 0.933 0.043 0.034 78. 1.195 44.497 Y(1)

2349842423  0.212 Sy 2 0.957 0.080 0.072 26. 1.153 44.319 Y(1)

00456-2904  0.110 HII 0951 0.037 0.056 - 0.677 42.932 Y(?2)

01298-0744  0.136 HII 0.656 0.030 0.030 75. 1.645 42.751 Y(1)

14197+0812  0.131 nan 0.843  0.035 0.057 11. 0.486 42.874 Y(1)

14378-3651  0.068 Sy2 0.920 0.039 0.060 1.0 0.871 42.894 Y(1)

19542+1110  0.065 nan 0.981 0.060 0.060 3.8 0.762 42.991 Y(1)

2323340946  0.128 LINER 0.702 0.025 0.035 1.7 0.969 42.695 Y(1)

2332742913  0.107 LINER 0.716 0.031 0.040 9.6 0.852 42.845 Y(1)

* General properties and statistics of our variable ULIRG sample. (1) JRAS name, (2) redshift, (3) optical class, (4) Pearson r value, (5) Standard variation of W1
photometric values, (6) Standard variation of W2 photometric values, (7) AGN bolometric contribution (in per cent), (8) WISE W1 — W2 color, (9) Difference

between max and minimum W 2 band luminosity, (10) Presence of AGN signatures and its reference, (11) references for optical type, and (12) Notes.

T (1) Nardini et al. (2010), (2) Imanishi et al. (2023).
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00275-0044  0.242 nan 0.763 0.039 0.079 32 1.046 43515 Y(1)

00275-2859  0.278 Syl 0911 0.037 0.031 78. 1.153 44.534 Y(1)

01003-2238  0.118 HII 0952 0207 0.140 50. 1.631 44.083 Y(1) TDEs
01388-4618  0.090 HII 0.954 0.028 0.067 1.6 0.609 43.117 Y(1)

01572+0009  0.163 Syl 0974 0.143  0.108 27. 0.998 44.453 Y(1) Mrk 1014
04103-2838  0.117 LINER 0.950 0.037 0.034 54 1.286 43.216 Y(1)

04394-3740  0.237 Sy 2 0.900  0.029  0.033 21. 1.298 43.316 Y(1)

05189-2524  0.043 Sy 2 0.979  0.055 0.036 30. 1.125 43.777 Y(1) 1TDE |
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08559+1053  0.148

09320+6134  0.039 LINER 0.979 0.042 0.049 1.697 43.419 Y(1) UGC 05101
11223-1244  0.199 Sy2 0.884 0.044 0.038 5.6 1.085 43.362 Y(1)

12071-0444  0.128 Sy2 0.988  0.100 0.085 41. 1.335 43.844 Y(1)

1251441027  0.300 nan 0975 0.034 0.035 96. 1.297 44.630 Y(1)

1254045708  0.042 Syl 0.908 0.117 0.075 34. 1.097 44.598 Y(1) Mrk 231
15130-1958  0.109 Sy2 0.992 0.109 0.088 30. 1.231 43.842 Y(1)

1517645216  0.139 Sy2 0.960 0.071 0.041 37. 1.194 43.926 Y(1)

15462-0450  0.100 Syl 0.957 0.091 0.061 26. 1.170 43.870 Y(1)

1615540146  0.132 Sy2 0988 0.062 0.070 40. 2.390 43.632 Y(1)

16334+4630 0.191 LINER 0932 0.041 0.043 1.0 1.112 43.349 Y(1)

16541+5301  0.194 Sy2 0.938 0.064 0.065 6.0 0.839 43.399 Y(1)

17044+6720  0.135 LINER 0.983 0.043 0.044 27. 1.533 43.638 Y(1)

19254-7245  0.062 Sy2 0954 0.044 0.049 24. 1.696 43.649 Y(1) Superantenna
20037-1547  0.192 Syl 0977 0.035 0.032 26. 1.002 44.216 Y(1)

20087-0308 0.106 LINER 0942 0.031 0.057 3.1 1.233 43.400 Y(1)

20551-4250  0.043 LINER 0952 0.033 0.109 26. 1.441 43.247 Y(1)

23060+0505 0.173 Sy2 0.933 0.043 0.034 78. 1.195 44.497 Y(1)

2349842423  0.212 Sy 2 0.957 0.080 0.072 26. 1.153 44.319 Y(1)

00456-2904  0.110 HII 0951 0.037 0.056 - 0.677 42.932 Y(2)

01298-0744  0.136 HII 0.656 0.030 0.030 75. 1.645 42.751 Y(1)

14197+0812  0.131 nan 0.843  0.035 0.057 11. 0.486 42.874 Y(1)

14378-3651  0.068 Sy2 0.920 0.039 0.060 1.0 0.871 42.894 Y(1)

19542+1110  0.065 nan 0.981 0.060 0.060 3.8 0.762 42.991 Y(1)

23233+0946 0.128 LINER 0.702 0.025 0.035 1.7 0.969 42.695 Y(1)

2332742913  0.107 LINER 0.716 0.031 0.040 9.6 0.852 42.845 Y(1)

* General properties and statistics of our variable ULIRG sample. (1) /RAS name, (2) redshift, (3) optical class, (4) Pearson r value, (5) Standard variation of W1
photometric values, (6) Standard variation of W2 photometric values, (7) AGN bolometric contribution (in per cent), (8) WISE W1 — W2 color, (9) Difference

between max and minimum W 2 band luminosity, (10) Presence of AGN signatures and its reference, (11) references for optical type, and (12) Notes.

T (1) Nardini et al. (2010), (2) Imanishi et al. (2023).
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