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When Prof. Lovelock and I saw how complex the Lagrangian which yields the most general second-order scalar-
tensor field equations in a space of four-dimensions were, we felt that clearly puts the kibosh on scalar-tensor field
theories. There were just too many of them, and they are way too complicated. We wondered who would be crazy
enough to work with such equations. Then crazy showed up! And is still here today. It will be the task of my
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We called himthe Professor. And he called my son Root, because,
he said, the flat top of his head reminded him of the square root
sign.

"There's a fine brain in there," the Professor said, mussing my
son's hair. Root, who wore a cap to avoid being teased by his
friends, gave a wary shrug, "With this one little sign we can come
to know an infinite range of numbers, even those we can't see." He
traced the symbol in the thick layer of dust on his desk. new housekeeper ... and her son, ten od Vo

\/_

Ofall the countless thngs my son and I learned fromthe
Professor, the meaning of the square root was among the most
important. No doubt he would have been bothered by my use of
the word countless--too sloppy, for he believed that the very
origins of the universe could be explained in the exact language of
numbers--but I don't know how else to put it. He taught us about
enormous prime numbers with more than a hundred thousand
places, and the largest number of all, which was used n
mathematical proofs and was in the Guinness Book of Records ,
and about the idea of something beyond infinity. As interesting as
all this was, it could never match the experience of simply spending
time with the Professor. I remember when he taught us about the
spell cast by placing numbers under this square root sign. It was a
rainy evening in early April. My son's schoolbag lay abandoned on

"T'm going to call you Root," he said. "The square root sign is a
generous symbol, it gives shelter to all the numbers." And he
quickly took off the note on his sleeve and made the addition: "The
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