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TECHNICAL PEASIBILITY OF INTERNATIONAL SATELLITE
HONITORING SYSTHL FOR STRATAGLC ARS

A% the Kyoto Pugwash Symposium in 1975, I proposed an international
satellite monitoring system for strategic armg, discussing its
technical feasibility. (See "A N.ow Design for Nuclear Disarmament",

a Pugwash monograph edited by V. Bpsetlein and T, Toyoda, Spokeman
Press, London, 1977). Recently a similar proposal has been made
officially by the French Government.

Here I simply summarize important arguments in favour of my proposal:

1. It would improve prospects for world disarmement. '

2. It would provide an opportunity to countries other than the
two superpowers for substantial promotion of reducihg strategic arms
from world arsenals,

3. It would also provide an opportunity for obtaining a neutral
versglion of any suppossed violations, The fu %ing of such a system
may be provided by the UN Organization and/monitoring Ffeas ibility
study should be done by a commitiee of experts from Frande, Canada,
sweden, Japan, India, Australia, Wew Zealand, Switzerland and
Finland, _

4. The superpowers are welcome to provide technicel advice on the
building of such a net-worl aystem,

At present,I would like to propose %o start the study of the
technical feasibility of the internatlonal monitoring system as soon

ag possible., The study may cover the following questions:

a) how many satellites arec nceded?

b) how much resolution of camera and film are needed?

c) what kind of transmisgsions sre required? ‘

d). what are the data processing, pattern recogu:vlon requirements?

e) adoption of procedures of verification, and raising complainta

on non-compliance, as pregcribed by treaties,

f) political problems of organization, operation and funding.

Of course, financial problemg should be carefully investigated
gimul taneously,

Finally, it should be kept in wind that the two guperpowers have
been perfoiming their own monitoring by themselves, so that the
physical possibllity hag been comp Jatelyhsolvedp
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